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For Immediate Release

Date: June 10, 2009

Contact: Frank O’Brien

fobrien@wheelingcvb.com

Wheeling, WV –The Wheeling Convention & Visitors Bureau has awarded contracts for Phase I Construction and renovation at the Capitol Theatre in Downtown Wheeling.  Phase I construction will address the life safety issues which led to the building’s closure in May 2007. 

At the completion of Phase I renovation the entire building will have new fire protection system, meaning fire sprinklers will service the entire building. The existing fire suppression system, which has been in place since the building was constructed in 1928, only services the stage area and dressings rooms. These areas will be upgraded with new pipe and sprinkler heads to meet existing codes.

A fire annunciation and smoke detection system will also be installed as part of the Phase I renovation.  The fire alarm and suppression systems will protect the building and its occupants from basement to balcony. 

Minor roof repair will be undertaken above the boiler room.  A 20-year rubber roof will be installed to repair the boiler room roof.  A survey of the roof area has projected a 5-10 year life span of the existing theatre, ballroom, and gift shop roofs.

Capitol Theatre – Phase 1 Construction under contract

Fire Suppression System





$415,950

Fully Sprinkler Building

Proscenium Curtain Stage Fire Protection

Contractor: Brewer and Co. of Morgantown, WV 

(note: Brewer uses local pipe fitters to install the system)

Fire Annunciation and smoke detection system

$147,798

Full Building Fire Alarm System

Upgrade Exit & Emergency Lighting

Contractor: United Electric of Wheeling, WV

Roof Repair 







$  12,385

Boiler Room Roof

Inspection and cleaning of remaining roof area

Contractor: N.F. Mansuetto & Sons of Martins Ferry, OH

Construction bids for the project have come in under budget.  “Material prices are down and the economy has slowed which has resulted in contractor pricing being extremely competitive,” said Jeremy Morris, project manager for the Wheeling National Heritage Area Corporation.  “It is an opportune time to undertake a renovation project like the Capitol Theatre.” WNHAC is coordinating the construction and contracting for the project.  

Community support for the project continues to grow. Numerous businesses, contractors, unions, and suppliers have expressed interest in being part of this project.  Many have come forward offering to donate time, expertise, or at-cost pricing of materials to help the project get off the ground. 

The fire alarm system is a great example of community support.  Through the efforts of the local International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and Wheeling natives working at General Electric, contractors have been able to secure a fire alarm system at a discounted rate. 

~END~
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